
[ Welcoming ] [ Worshiping ]

[ Teaching ] [ serving ]

At the February Congregation Meeting, members of Bethlehem approved a 
2014 Mission Plan of $1,281,494. Gifts to the Mission Fund support God’s 
ongoing work in and through Bethlehem. The Mission Fund is used to provide 
the place and people for the mission and ministry at Bethlehem and beyond – 
paying utilities and staff, as well as things like supplies, curriculum and food. 
Your gifts have helped over 750 kids connect with Jesus, one another and their 
place in the world, provided over 17,000 meals to hungry tummies and souls, 
provided four vibrant and distinct worship services engaging an average of 965 
people each week last fall, and so much more. Thank you for your generous 
support of this ongoing ministry!

In this Creating Room at the Table appeal, we are inviting commitments to 
support both the ongoing mission and the facility expansion.  During the coming 
weeks please prayerfully consider how God is calling you to help fund the current 
ministries of Bethlehem as well as invest in the expanded ministries and facilities 
of our future together.

BeThlehem luTheran church
1620 Milwaukee Avenue Northeast

Aberdeen, SD 57401
(605) 225-9740

www.bethlehemaberdeen.org

[ Cups Runneth Over ]

As people of Bethlehem, we are a family of God, journeying together in faith, 
touching lives by welcoming, worshiping, teaching, and serving. This is who 
we are, the DNA that shapes our life as people and a congregation.

Our lives are journeys. . . 
journeys shared with other children of God,  
journeys in faith – faith surrounds us, holds us, carries us and unites us – 
journeys touched and transformed as we experience and embody  
God’s grace and guidance. 

Jesus’ own journey was marked by welcoming, worshiping, teaching, and 
serving, so as followers of Jesus these four fundamental activities shape our 
life as a community and our lives as people.  

[ Welcoming ]
Because Jesus welcomes us into the embrace of grace, we welcome others. 
We see the image of God in each person and honor the diversity of God’s 
children. Because “all are welcome” we seek to remove barriers that might 
prevent people from connecting with God and one another.

[ Worshiping ]
Because Jesus worshiped regularly, worship is central to our community. In 
worship, people of all ages connect with God in word and sacraments, as well 
as mark other milestones on our journeys. Our worship opportunities seek 
to faithfully engage the variety of schedules and styles that shape peoples’ 
lives.

[ Teaching ]
Because Jesus taught in many settings and styles, we teach in large groups, 
small groups, and mentoring relationships, and we embrace diverse ways 
of learning. Learning and teaching are a life-long adventure of discipleship, 
and everyone is both learner and teacher.

[ serving ]
Because Jesus came as a servant, serving is a fundamental way that we 
embody God’s love for others. Bethlehem, which means “house of bread,” 
regularly serves by sharing faith, food, and fellowship around tables where all 
are welcome. We serve one another within the congregation as well as equip 
and send one another to serve beyond the building, deploying everyone for 
ministry in everyday life.



Welcoming new people is core to who we are, and people do experience a warm 
welcome in our spacious narthex and many classrooms! While the children’s 
ministries fill the many rooms with people up through fifth grade, youth and 
adults are regularly without room in the current facility. The expanded facility 
will bring Route 67 (6th and 7th grade) in from the garage / youth center and 
create room for Bridge8 (8th grade) and high school ministries, as well as adult 
gatherings. We’ll be creating room at the table beyond traditional classrooms 
with larger flexible rooms for creative, energetic ministries for all ages. The 
expanded space will provide safe and age-appropriate places for sharing faith 
with teens and adults. Room for laughing and learning, for sharing and caring. 

Expansion will include a large multi-purpose room which will be home for many 
different activities. This multi-purpose room will allow children to play after 
a day of sitting in the classroom at school. Pre-K students will be able to do  

Bethlehem has never existed merely for current members, but has consistently 
shared beyond the congregation. Likewise in this time we are Creating Room at 
the Table beyond Bethlehem through local, regional, and global partnerships. 
Over the three-year appeal period, $75,000 will be given to mission partners:

$25,000 To communiTy of hope – a new mission to young adults in the 
Aberdeen area.

[ Creating Room at the Table  beyond Bethlehem’s facility ]

[ Creating Room at the Table at Bethlehem ]

$25,000 To WoyaTan luTheran church – a congregation in Rapid 
City nested in the Lakota culture, including helping to fund a small retreat 
house.

$25,000 To cameroon and nicaragua – shared equally between our 
Companion Synods for the Cameroon Roof project and “Training up a Child” 
and educational ministries and facilities in Nicaragua.

gross-motor activities when unable to go outside due to the weather. Youth 
and adults will be able to shoot baskets, or play games together. This flexible 
space will provide room at the table for meals and fellowship when the 
fellowship hall is used for other ministries. It will provide room at the table 
for alternative worship experiences that don’t fit (due to size or style) in the 
sanctuary or chapel.

One of the hallmark ways we touch lives by serving is through Wednesday 
Suppers. Bethlehem feeds hungry tummies, hungry hearts, and hungry souls, 
but we need more room at the table. Regularly there are ten tables in the 
narthex and many children eating on the floor or overflowing into the youth 
office. Expanding the fellowship hall and kitchen will better serve the current 
ministry as well as increase opportunities for future meal and fellowship 
gatherings.

[ Teaching ] [ Serving ][ Welcoming ] [ Worshiping ]

Creating room at the Bethlehem table began in 1881, when 

Norwegian immigrants gathered for worship in a one-room claim 

shanty near Aberdeen. Over the years, thousands of times, people 

of Bethlehem have gathered around tables for Holy Communion 

and studying God’s word, for lutefisk dinners and Wednesday 

suppers, for funeral receptions and confirmation banquets, for 

caring conversations, learning about Jesus and playful fellowship.

Now is the time for 
Creating Room at the Table

Numerous times the people of Bethlehem have stepped out in faith 

to create room at the table – building new sanctuaries and chapels 

for worship, halls and meeting rooms for fellowship and learning. 

In the fifteen years since marching over to the “new Bethlehem” 

the mission and ministry have flourished and outgrown this new 

facility. For a decade the congregation has talked about expanding. 

In recent years we have invested time and resources to grow 

stronger in leadership through many transitions, while continuing 

the vibrant ministries within the new but overcrowded space. 

The Church Assessment Tool® (CAT®) last year confirmed what 

many had been thinking: Now is the time to move forward with 

expanding our facility to better serve the current and future ministry.


